
FOUR STAR SQUARE
Walthall County’s Aspire Project

ASPIRE TEAM MEMBERS: Oliver Bates, Ryan Bruhl, Richard Hay, Mark Holmes, Kyle Johnson, Pam Keaton, Janice McKellar, 
and Chad Parish.

Our initiative was to make the Centennial Square area more attractive and cultivate an atmosphere where people want to 
shop and dine. As part of the Aspire training, our team identified our “TOP THREE” as:

Physical Enhancements
Education and Awareness – the “Big Easy”
Activities and Events
    

Physical Enhancements:

The Aspire project grant funded three 10 x 12 picnic pavilions that were designed and constructed by Aspire team member, 
Kyle Johnson, and volunteers with carpentry skills that he recruited.  Each pavilion has a concrete base and a roof that 
matches the pitch and color of the adjacent Agri-Heritage Center.  The adorable picnic pavilions have certainly enhanced the 
area and are attracting visitors during lunch, Tuesday’s Farmers’ Market, and the Old Town Market.  

                Aspire Team Member, Kyle Johnson                                       Picnic Pavilions in use during the Farmers' Market

The Aspire team designed and sourced the reflective metal inserts for two “Welcome to Tylertown” signs for Centennial 
Square that replaced corrugated plastic ones.  The team also worked on designs for the downtown kiosk, a series wayfinding
signs, and granite building markers, that were considered for the Aspire grant project. 

Sign on the South side of the Square                                                    Sign on the North side of the Square



Aspire team members, Kyle Johnson, Janice McKellar, and Pam Keaton, cleaned the blighted storefront of a downtown 
building, removed the debris, and installed a backdrop to make it more attractive.  Kyle provided equipment and paid for 
additional labor to expedite the project. 

                                     Before                                                                                                              After

Education and Awareness:

Walthall Aspire developed two programs to help create awareness for and additional interest in the group “Keep Walthall 
Beautiful” that Chancery Clerk, Shannon Fortinberry, Bruce and Laurie Hill, and others spearheaded to clean up trash along 
the roads and highways.  

“Egging it On” $1,500 of “Shopping Dollars” provided by the local banks were stuffed in plastic eggs and volunteers scattered
them throughout the county for others to find while removing trash.  A drawing was held at the Dairy Festival for an 
additional $100 to bring additional awareness to the cleanup campaign, along with a tent manned by Shannon Fortinberry 
and the James family with coloring pages they designed for the kids and other cleanup promotional material supplied by 
MDOT.

“Ditches Aren’t Dumpsters” – Aspire team members sourced the donation of 2,000+ garbage bags to provide to students to 
encourage cleaning up near their homes.  Dr. Brad Brumfield, assistant Superintendent of the Walthall County School 
System, distributed the bags to the students and created material for the poster contest.  Janice McKellar secured supplies 
through MDOT for distribution to citizens to encourage cleaning up Walthall County. 



Aspire member, Janice McKellar, helped hang posters in the front windows of the building that she, Kyle, and other Aspire 
members cleaned previously.  Janice also facilitated the donation of cleanup supplies through MDOT that were provided 
locally and during the Dairy Festival.  

The “Egging it On” and “Ditches aren’t Dumpsters” contests designed and initiated by the Walthall Aspire group served the 
intended purpose of engaging students and their parents in the cleanup process and creating awareness of the local cleanup
campaign already underway.  Aspire member, Janice McKellar sourced supplies through MDOT and submitted a Walthall 
Aspire article to the paper to bring additional awareness to encourage cleaning up and not littering.



Activities and Events

Aspire team members helped with the development of the “Old Town Market” by coordinating efforts, establishing 
guidelines, designing the logo, creating a Facebook page, and more, along with market manager, Klara Reid.  The Vintage 
Guitar Shop kicked off the first market with a concert series and jambalaya fundraiser for a local musician. The market is new
for 2021 and will be held on the first and third Saturday monthly through December.  

Aspire's Picnic Pavilions were designed and built by 
Kyle  Johnson with the help of talented volunteers 
are shown above prior to the opening of the “Old 
Town Market”.

The pavilions and picnic tables are used during the 
Farmers' Market, Old Town Market, and to attract 
locals and visitors for outdoor lunches or visiting 
downtown.



Major impact made on the community made by the MDA and Walthall's Aspire Team Members

Aspire team members Ryan Bruhl, Richard Hay, Janice McKellar, and Pam Keaton, worked with Mayor Hughes and Rep. Bill 
Pigott to secure $500,000 funding to start the restoration of the former Walthall Hotel for conversion into a workforce 
training center.  

Aspire members Ryan Bruhl and Janice McKellar worked with Pam Keaton, economic developer, to assist in Red Land Cotton 
opening a sewing operation in Tylertown by attending meetings with company officials and others during and after the 
decision-making process. The company leased the 37,000 square foot building owned by the Town of Tylertown in October 
of 2020 to manufacture sheet sets, bath robes, and other products sold online at www.redlandcotton.com.  Tylertown was 
awarded a $150,000 Small Municipalities and Limited Population Counties Grant from the MDA for improvements to the 
building.  Aspire team members Kyle Johnson and Janice McKellar installed  the sign on the building that was provided to the
company by the Walthall County EDA.  

http://www.redlandcotton.com/


                 Janice Mckellar and Kyle Johnson                                                    Kyle installing the Red Land Cotton sign

The location of Red Land Cotton and the funds to start the restoration of the former Walthall Hotel, although not anticipated
during the Aspire training process, confirms the effectiveness of the program by highlighting the skills and knowledge 
acquired by Walthall County's Aspire team members.

All of the Aspire team members - Oliver Bates, Ryan Bruhl, Richard Hay, Mark Holmes, Kyle Johnson, Pam Keaton, Janice 
McKellar, and Chad Parish, were encouraged by the program and pledged to continue to work together to utilize the training
provided by the Mississippi Development Authority under the Aspire program to further the efforts of the Walthall County, 
Mississippi, Trust for the Preservation of History, Culture, and the Arts that was started by Mrs. Dell Clawson, Janice McKellar,
and others.  Team members will also continue working under the umbrella of the Walthall County EDA on future Walthall 
Aspire projects.


