
LA25/MS27 
4-Lane Project

Project Overview 

and Request for Support 



Project Description

► The project involves the 
construction of a limited-access 
four-lane designed from the 
start to aid in the evacuation 
process by providing a DUE 
NORTH route with the ability to 
implement contra-flow. 

► The four-lane would provide the 
Northshore (St. Tammany 
Parish) of New Orleans, LA with 
a direct route to Crystal Springs, 
Ms, where four-lane access to 
Memphis, TN is in place. 

► The LA parishes (Orleans, 
Jefferson, St. Tammany, 
Washington) and MS counties 
(Walthall, Lawrence, and 
Copiah) have worked together 
over the years to advance the 
project.



What caused the need for 
this project?

Hurricane Georges
showed the 
vulnerability of New 
Orleans to 
hurricanes and the 
need for a due north 
route capable of 
utilizing contra-flow 
out of the city.



Federal Funding Received 

► Louisiana 

On July 29, 2005 the TEA-21 Bill allocated 
$400,000 for the study of LA 25. 

►Mississippi 

In December of 2007 the omnibus bill (HR 2764) 

included $ 98,000 to start the Mississippi study.



Tropical Storm Frances

During Tropical Storm Frances 
in 1998 Traffic on I-10 
westbound comes to a halt at 
the point where the interstate 
dips under a railroad trestle. 

The highway, a key evacuation 
route, drops 12 feet below sea 
level near the 
Orleans/Jefferson parish line.



1998

► “Once it’s certain a major storm is about to hit, evacuation offers the 
best chance for survival. But for those who wait, getting out will become 
nearly impossible as the few routes out of town grow hopelessly 
clogged.”

► “Hurricane evacuations rarely go as planned. Storm tracks are hard to 
predict, and roads are not designed to handle the traffic flow, so huge 
traffic jams are a common result. In 1998 it took six hours 
for people leaving the New Orleans area in 
advance of Hurricane Georges to reach Baton 
Rouge, 80 miles away. The following year, Hurricane Floyd’s 
constantly changing course spurred evacuations and bumper-to-bumper 
traffic on highways from Florida to North Carolina.”

► “Moving entire populations out of harm’s way is a time-consuming and 
unpredictable operation complicated by geography, demographics, 
human psychology, the limits of weather forecasting, and transportation 
problems that tie many cities in knots even in perfect weather.”

► “Because the entire region is susceptible to storm-surge flooding, 
hurricanes pose more danger to those left behind than in places where 
the coastal profile is higher.” Times Picayune



2000

► After Hurricane Georges 
the move for an upgrade 
to LA HWY 25 is discussed 
as one of the primary 
Hurricane Evacuation 
Routes from New 
Orleans. 

► The route would provide a 
MUCH NEEDED due north 
route, freeing the existing 
routes of excess traffic.



Louisiana Highway 25 (LA 25)
► LA 25 is a state highway that 

serves St. Tammany and 
Washington Parishes. It spans 
35.61 miles and is bannered 
north/south.

► From the south, LA 25 begins at 
a junction with U.S. Highway 190 
in Covington and heads due 
north through St. Tammany 
Parish, then enters Washington 
Parish, where it continues due 
north and ends at the 
Louisiana/Mississippi state line, 
where LA 25 becomes 
Mississippi Highway 27.



Mississippi Highway 27 (MS 27)

► Mississippi Highway 27
(MS 27) is a state 
highway of approximately 
80 miles and runs 
north/south.  This project 
will involve 3 Mississippi 
counties: Walthall, 
Lawrence, and Copiah.



2001 (March 23)

►EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT 
DIRECTOR – Terry 
Steed writes a letter 
outlining the 
problems created by 
Reverse Laning I-55 
and I-59 in 
Mississippi. 



2001 (May)

► US Representative (at the time) 
David Vitter (LA) and US 
Senator Trent Lott (MS) both 
supported the idea of the 
project and worked to secure 
funds for the project.  
(attached) 

► Officials from Covington, 
Folsom, Franklinton, Tylertown, 
Monticello, Georgetown and 
Crystal Springs met in 
Tylertown, MS to review the 
details of the project. 



2001 (September 11)

► The security of New Orleans is of the utmost importance due to the 
port and the Mississippi River.  The area along the Mississippi is 
particularly vulnerable due to number of chemical plants and the fact 
that the river plays a major role in transporting goods to and from 
many areas of the U.S.. 

September 11, 2001
changed many things in our 
country, including the scope 
of this project, which was 
appropriately renamed the 
LA/MS EMERGENCY 
EVACUATION CORRIDOR



2002 (February)
► The parish and county 

officials continue to work 
together and the project is 
embraced by many of the 
legislators in Washington.  
News articles quote US 
Rep. David Vitter “The 
upgrading of HWY 25 is a 
key component of a safe 
and effective hurricane 
plan for Southeast 
Louisiana.”   (attached)



2002 (April)
► The parish and county 

officials continue to work 
together and the project is 
embraced by many of the 
legislators in Washington.  
News articles quote US 
Rep. David Vitter “The 
upgrading of HWY 25 is a 
key component of a safe 
and effective hurricane 
plan for Southeast 
Louisiana.”   (attached)



2002 (June 23-27)
► The Times Picayune publishes a 5-

part series called “Washing Away” 
June 23-27 (Hyperlinks, if available 
online)

►

» Part 1 - In Harm's Way
» Part 2 - The Big One
» Part 3 - Exposure's Cost
» Part 4 - Tempting Fate
» Part 5 - Cost of Survival

► “Ten years ago, after ravaging 
Florida, Hurricane Andrew bore 
down on Louisiana on the morning 
of Aug. 25, 1992. The Category 4 
storm, seen here in a composite 
satellite image, bypassed New 
Orleans but struck rural areas of 
southwest Louisiana. With only a 
few changes in wind speed and 
atmospheric conditions, New 
Orleans might have experienced 
The Big One.”

http://www.nola.com/hurricane/indexQS.ssf?/washingaway/index.html
http://www.nola.com/hurricane/indexQS.ssf?/washingaway/part1.html
http://www.nola.com/hurricane/indexQS.ssf?/washingaway/part2.html
http://www.nola.com/hurricane/indexQS.ssf?/washingaway/part3.html
http://www.nola.com/hurricane/indexQS.ssf?/washingaway/part4.html
http://www.nola.com/hurricane/indexQS.ssf?/washingaway/part5.html


2002 (July)
► LA and MS officials met and 

had a difficulties agreeing on 
an effective solution with the 
existing roadways.  “…the 
evacuation route would give 
priority to Louisiana residents 
while crowding Mississippi with 
as many as 350,000 to 500,000 
evacuees.” “You’re looking at a 
line of cars 75 or 80 miles long.  
The main objective is to be 
getting people out of the storm 
surge and keep them from 
drowning in their cars.” 
(attached - Clarion-Ledger 
7/17/02)



2002 (July 17)
►State Legislators of 

South Central 
Mississippi support 
the application to 
the Delta Regional 
Authority for funds 
to assist in 
development and 
right-of-way 
acquisition for MS 
HWY 27.



2002 (October 2)
► NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana,

October 2, 2002 (ENS) –

HURRICANE LILI, a 
Category 4 storm that is termed 
"extremely dangerous" by the 
National Weather Service is 
heading for New Orleans, the 
northwestern Gulf Coast, and the 
mouth of the Mississippi River, 
forcing thousands of people in 
Louisiana and Texas to flee their 
homes. 

► Reports from an Air Force 
Reserve hurricane hunter aircraft 
indicate that maximum sustained 
winds have increased to near 135 
miles per hour with higher gusts. 
Forecasters say some areas could 
be flooded with 6 to 10 inches of 
rain and a life threatening storm 
surge of up to 20 feet. 

A reporter with The Times-
Picayune in New Orleans, 
about Hurricane Lili. ... “it 
came too close too quickly for us 
to have a significant 
evacuation. …”



2002 MDOT’s Vision 21 Map

► Map includes MS 27 

as a mid-range 4-lane project. 



2003
►Copiah, Lawrence and 

Walthall County 
representatives meet 
in Washington D.C. 
with Senator Trent 
Lott, Senator Thad 
Cochran and 
Congressman Ronnie 
Shows about the 
possibility of FEMA 
funding the 
LA25/MS27 Emergency 
Evacuation Corridor.



2004 (January)
2004 (January 8)
Sen.Trent Lott met with Col. 
Terry Ebbert (N.O. Director 
of Homeland Security), 
Chief Terry Tullier (N.O. 
Director of Emergency 
Preparedness), Wayne 
Brown (MS Hwy 
Commissioner), Tate 
Reeves (MS State 
Treasurer) and state 
legislators and local elected 
officials from LA and MS 
about the project.



2004 (January)
2004 (January 20)
Mayor Earle Brown of 
Franklinton, LA writes a 
letter of support accurately 
outlining the history of the 
project. 



2004 (June)

June 14

Jefferson Parish President, 

Aaron Broussard writes a letter 
to Sen. Mary Landrieu that 
reviews the scope of the project, 
mentions the efforts of Mayor 
Nichols and Washington Parish 
President Toye Taylor, and the 
fact that Senators Lott and 
Cochran and Representatives 
Pickering and Thompson are 
supporting the project.  He 
states that $ 500,000 was 
approved by the House of 
Representatives for the 
feasibility study for the 
Mississippi side and asks for her 
support of that legislation and 
adds that the inclusion of a 
similar amount for the Louisiana 
side would be appreciated.



2004 (July)

In July 2004 Emergency 
officials from 50 parish, 
state, federal and 
volunteer organizations 
faced this scenario during 
a five-day exercise held at 
the State Emergency 
Operations Center in 
Baton Rouge. 



2004 (September 14)
Hurricane Ivan 

Although Hurricane Ivan did not 
cause significant damage in New 
Orleans, the Class 4 hurricane did 
expose shortcomings in the city's 
evacuation plans. More than 1 million 
people tried to leave the city and 
surrounding suburbs on Tuesday 
September 14, 2004, creating a 
traffic jam as bad as or worse than 
the evacuation that followed 
Georges. In the afternoon, state 
police reversing inbound lanes on 
southeastern Louisiana interstates to 
provide more escape routes. 

The state police never expected the 
60 miles between New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge would turn into a 
seven-hour-long crawl (Hurricane 
Georges). Those too poor to leave the 
city had to find their own shelter - a 
policy that was eventually reversed but 
only a few hours before the deadly storm 
struck land. 



2004 Regular Session (LA)

►Louisiana 
Sen. Ben Nevers 
introduces the 
following 
legislation – filed 
with the Secretary 
of State 
10/18/2004



2004

►The feasibility study 
for the Mississippi part 
of the project was 
included but not 
funded with the 2004 
Transportation Bill, as 
originally hoped.



2005 (March)

► On Thursday, March 10, 2005, Parish President Toye Taylor 
(Washington Parish) Mayor Ray Nagin (New Orleans) Parish President 
Aaron Broussard (Jefferson Parish) Mayor Dave Nichols, Janet Sullivan 
(MDOT) Bill McGlathery (MDA) met with Sen. Landrieu, Sen Vitter and 
Rep. Jindal about the LA side of the project.   All in attendance 
enthusiastically supported the project.

► Also on Thursday, Supervisor Ken Craft (Tylertown), Mayor Dave 
Nichols (Monticello), Supervisor Steve Garrett (Monticello) Janet 
Sullivan (MDOT), Bill McGlathery  (Congressional Liaison for the MDA)  
Mayor Walter Riley (Crystal Springs), John Perry (engineer), and Pam 
Keaton (Tylertown) met with Rep. Chip Pickering in Washington D.C. 
about the LA HWY 25/MS HWY 27 Emergency Evacuation Corridor.  
Later that day, the same group also met with Sen. Cochran’s staff 
members.

► Mayor Nichols met with Rep Thompson on Monday, March 7, 2005.
► Mayor Nichols met with Sen. Lott’s staff on Wednesday, March 9, 2005 

and spoke to Sen. Lott in person on Thursday. 



2005 (July)

► On July 29, 2005 
the Transportation 
Bill allocated 
$400,000 for the 
study of LA 25. 



2005 (August)

2005 season breaks records

The 2005 season featured 14 hurricanes 
(a record), including Katrina, which 
devastated Louisiana and Mississippi in 
August and became the most costly 
disaster in U.S. history. The season's 
hurricanes were responsible for over 
$100 billion in damage and over 1,700 
deaths

Additionally, 2005 saw the highest 
number of Category 5 storms, at three, 
equaling half the total number of 
Category 5 hurricanes on record.



2005 (August)

► Major highways in New 
Orleans cleared out late 
Sunday after more than 
24 hours of jammed 
traffic as people headed 
inland. At the peak of 
the evacuation 18,000 
people an hour were 
streaming out of 
southeastern Louisiana 
according to the state 
police.

On inland highways in Louisiana and Mississippi, heavy traffic remained the 
rule into the night as the last evacuees tried to reach safety. In Orange, 
Texas, Janie Johnson of the American Red Cross described it as a "river of 
headlights." 



2005 (August)

► "Trips that spanned the 80 miles from New Orleans to Baton 
Rouge in some cases exceeded eight hours during some periods 
during the evacuation." 

► Those shocking times underscored something that would be changed 
by the time Katrina made landfall: It is better to push more 
contraflow north on I-55 and I-59, rather than channel so much of it 
east or west on I-10. Major reductions in the east-west traffic on I-12 
meant fewer bottlenecks at interchanges throughout St. Tammany 
and Tangipahoa parishes, but most significantly where I-12 merges 
with I-10 in Baton Rouge. Famously clogged on good days and 
hopelessly snarled during Ivan, the junction flowed more smoothly 
during the Katrina evacuation. 

► Times Picayune on Sunday, May 28, 2006 “Contraflow evacuation 
a hurricane triumph” 1 million moved in 38-hour period



Recap of evacuations 

NEW ORLEANS TO BATON 
ROUGE (60 miles)

September 28, 1998 

Hurricane Georges     6 hours

September 14, 2004

Hurricane Ivan  7 hours

August 28, 2005 

Hurricane Katrina     8 hours



2007 

► On July 10, 2007, St. Tammany Parish President, Kevin 
Davis, Washington Parish President, Toye Taylor, MDOT 
representative, Janet Sullivan, Mayor of Monticello, Dave 
Nichols met with staffers of Rep. Bobby Jindal, Sen. 
David Vitter, Sen. Mary Landrieu of LA and Rep. Chip 
Pickering, Sen. Thad Cochran and Sen. Trent Lott of MS 
in Washington D.C. to continue to relay the importance 
of this project and express gratitude for the support of 
the project to date.

► In December of 2007 the omnibus bill (HR 2764) 
included $ 98,000 to start the Mississippi study.



2010 
► June 11, 2010

LA 25 Study 



2013

► May 2013

MS HWY 27 Feasibility Study



2014

► 2014 – May

LDOT - U.S. 190 Corridor Study

► In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, 

other infrastructure projects throughout 

the region were fast-tracked putting the 

LA25/MS27 project on hold.

► Many improvements were made on 

US HWY 190 and LA HWY 25 and more 

are scheduled for the future, including 

$5,000,000 for the U.S.190 bridge in 

Covington, LA in the FY 2022 

Transportation, Housing and Urban 

Development, and Related  Bill. 



LA25/MS27 Hwy Meetings
► July 15, 2019 - Ryan Bruhl and Mark 

Holmes of Walthall County meet with U.S. 

Congressman Michael Guest and Senator 

Cindy Hyde-Smith in Washington DC 

about the LA25/MS27 Four-Lane Project.  

► January 22, 2020 – meeting held in         

Walthall County and attended by State 

and Federal Legislators and/or their 

representatives.

► August 25, 2021 – meeting scheduled 

in Washington Parish converted to zoom 

meeting due to COVID. State, Federal, 

and Transportation Department 

representatives participated.

► Many other meetings were held in 

various locations with leadership from 

both states working together.



2019

LA Governor John Bel Edwards and Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development Secretary Shawn D. Wilson, Ph.D., 
announced that work to widen and overlay I-12 between U.S. 190 and 
LA 59 will begin.  The project, which is estimated to cost $55 million. 
The construction will also include widening six existing bridges along I-
12.

The stretch of I-12 between U.S. 190 and LA 59 sees over 76,000 
vehicles per day. The project will add a third lane in each direction and 
include widening the existing bridges over U.S. 190, Ponchitolawa
Creek, and Tammany Trace. Construction will begin in early 2020 and 
is expected to last approximately 2.5 years, weather permitting. St. 
Tammany Parish is contributing $8 million to the project.



2021
July 20, 2021 

WASHINGTON, D.C.— House Republican Whip Steve Scalise (R-La.) 
announced that he has secured $5 million in the Transportation, and 
Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies (THUD) 
subcommittee bill to construct a new U.S. 190 bridge in Covington. The 
new bridge, which has the support of local and state leaders, will 
feature additional lanes to the east and west approaches over the 
Bogue Falaya River, freeing up traffic on the highway and improving a 
critical hurricane evacuation route for southeast Louisiana residents.

“I am happy to get my request for the U.S. 190 bridge in Covington included in the House bill. The U.S. 190 bridge 
over the Bogue Falaya River has faced continued congestion as we have seen tremendous growth in the surrounding 
community in recent years. On any given day, you will often see long traffic backups on either side of the bridge. 
Replacement and widening of the bridge will help address many of the congestion and safety issues families in St. 
Tammany face with the current bridge. Additionally, because U.S. 190 serves as an important hurricane evacuation 
route in the area, a new bridge will improve the safe flow of traffic during times of emergency and 
evacuation. This project is a big priority for the entire community, and I will continue to fight for it as this bill 
moves through negotiations with the Senate,” said Whip Scalise.

https://scalise.house.gov/media/press-releases/scalise-st-tammany-leaders-announce-5-million-house-bill-new-us-190-
bridge



2021

On November 15, 2021, with the presidential signing of the $1.2 trillion Infrastructure bill, Congressional 
designation of the Interstate 14 Corridor across Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia became 
a reality.  Most sections of the newly designated I-14 Corridor will be built by incrementally upgrading 
existing highways in each of the five states.

http://gulfcoaststrategichighway.org/



2022
March 10, 2022

ST. TAMMANY, La. – President Mike Cooper announces $5 million has 
been secured to expand Collins Boulevard (U.S. 190) in Covington.

“Today is a remarkable day for the future of St. Tammany Parish,” said 
Cooper. “The replacement and widening of the Collins Boulevard 
Overpass, will ease congestion along U.S. 190, provide a reliable 
evacuation route, and ensure that our citizens continue to have safe, 
efficient infrastructure. We are incredibly thankful for Congressman 
Scalise, our state legislators and all those whose partnership will put 
the needs of our citizens on the forefront.”

The expansion includes a four-lane bridge from West Front Street to LA 
437, over the Bogue Falaya and East Boston Street.



2022
March 10, 2022 (continued) “The Bogue Falaya overpass has caused traffic congestion for decades, which is why I’m proud 

to have played a role in funding the construction of a new 4 lane bridge,” said state Sen. Patrick McMath. “In addition to the $27 
million in state funding our delegation secured last session, the $5 million in federal funds will help continue the expansion of US 
190. I’d like to personally thank Whip Scalise in helping ease our severe traffic congestion we in St Tammany face on a daily basis. 
It’s vital that our local, state, and federal partners continue to fund the projects we need to improve our quality of life in St 
Tammany Parish.”

“The Bogue Falaya bridge expansion is the most anticipated and needed project in Covington,” said state Rep. Mark Wright. “I’m 
grateful that Congressman Scalise was able to help move it further by obtaining federal funds.”

The project was federally funded through the FY 2022 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
appropriations bill, which is expected to be approved this week.

“This is very exciting news. Many of our citizens have been waiting for this since we were children,” said Covington Mayor Mark 
Johnson. “This new bridge will have a wonderful positive impact on all our residents from Barker’s Corner to Folsom, from Goodbee
to Franklinton. I’m very grateful to Congressman Scalise for steering this through the labyrinth of Congress and to the State for its 
financial contribution to this much needed improvement.”

The federal allocation will provide funding for construction of the project, which includes the widening of U.S. 190 from West Front 

Street to LA 25.

http://www.stpgov.org/residents/news/item/5379-president-mike-cooper-announces-5-million-has-been-secured-to-
expand-collins-boulevard-in-covington



LA/MS Emergency 
Evacuation Corridor

Thank you for supporting this

worthwhile project. 


